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BILLING CODE 3510–22–C 

Changes to Halibut PSC 
Apportionments 

Section 679.21(d) establishes annual 
halibut PSC limit apportionments for 
trawl and hook-and-line gear. The trawl 
gear apportionment is further divided 
seasonally and between the deep-water 
and shallow-water species categories. 
The hook-and-line gear apportionment 
is divided seasonally, and also between 
the demersal shelf rockfish (DSR) 
fishery and the remaining groundfish 
fisheries. This action revises the annual 
hook-and-line gear ‘‘other than DSR’’ 
halibut PSC limit to the ‘‘other hook- 
and-line fisheries’’ by dividing the 
annual halibut PSC limit between the 
hook-and-line CV and C/P sectors. 

This change is intended to increase 
the ability of each hook-and-line sector 
to plan its fishing operations and 
harvest its respective Pacific cod 
allocation. Apportioning the halibut 
PSC limit to hook-and-line CV and C/P 
sectors will prevent one sector from pre- 
empting the other sector’s fishing season 
by taking a greater proportion of the 

hook-and-line halibut PSC limit than 
expected. These PSC apportionments 
also will apply to hook-and-line CVs 
and C/Ps operating in the Eastern GOA; 
however, the halibut PSC limit 
apportionments only are derived from 
Pacific cod TAC allocations to the 
Western and Central GOA. Annually, 
NMFS will calculate the halibut PSC 
limit apportionments for the entire GOA 
to hook-and-line CVs and C/Ps. 

This action adds Table 26 to the final 
2011 and 2012 harvest specifications to 
specify new halibut PSC limits by each 
hook-and-line sector and by season as 
required by § 679.21(d)(4)(iii)(B). These 
changes reflect the halibut PSC 
allocation revisions made under 
Amendment 83 (76 FR 74670, December 
1, 2011), which modified the ‘‘other 
than DSR’’ hook-and-line halibut PSC 
apportionment to the ‘‘other hook-and- 
line fisheries’’ by dividing it between 
the two hook-and-line sectors. The 
halibut PSC limit apportioned to the 
trawl gear sector was not changed by 
Amendment 83. Comprehensive 
changes to GOA halibut PSC limits and 

apportionments currently are under 
development and consideration by the 
Council. 

A comprehensive description and 
example of the calculations necessary to 
apportion the ‘‘other than DSR’’ hook- 
and-line halibut PSC limit to the ‘‘other 
hook-and-line fisheries’’ between the 
hook-and-line CV and C/P sectors was 
included in the final rule to implement 
Amendment 83 (76 FR 74670, December 
1, 2011) and is not repeated here. For 
2012, NMFS is apportioning halibut 
PSC limits of 167 mt and 123 mt to the 
hook-and-line CV and hook-and-line 
C/P sectors, respectively. In addition, 
these annual limits are divided into 
three seasonal apportionments, using 
seasonal percentages of 86 percent, 2 
percent, and 12 percent. These annual 
limits and seasonal apportionments are 
shown in Table 26, which augments 
Table 10 in the final GOA harvest 
specifications (76 FR 11111, March 1, 
2011). Table 26 lists the 2012 annual 
and seasonal halibut PSC 
apportionments between the hook-and- 
line sectors in the GOA. 
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