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Groundfish Reserves and the Incidental 
Catch Allowance (ICA) for Pollock, 
Atka Mackerel, Flathead Sole, Rock 
Sole, Yellowfin Sole, and Aleutian 
Islands Pacific Ocean Perch 

Section 679.20(b)(1)(i) requires the 
placement of 15 percent of the TAC for 
each target species, except for pollock, 
the hook-and-line and pot gear 
allocation of sablefish, and the 
Amendment 80 species, in a non- 
specified reserve. Section 
679.20(b)(1)(ii)(B) requires that 20 
percent of the hook-and-line and pot 
gear allocation of sablefish be allocated 
to the fixed gear sablefish CDQ reserve. 
Section 679.20(b)(1)(ii)(D) requires 
allocation of 7.5 percent of the trawl 
gear allocations of sablefish and 10.7 
percent of the Bering Sea Greenland 
turbot and arrowtooth flounder TACs to 
the respective CDQ reserves. Section 
679.20(b)(1)(ii)(C) requires allocation of 
10.7 percent of the TACs for Atka 
mackerel, Aleutian Islands Pacific ocean 
perch, yellowfin sole, rock sole, flathead 
sole, and Pacific cod to the CDQ 
reserves. Sections 679.20(a)(5)(i)(A) and 
679.31(a) also require the allocation of 
10 percent of the BSAI pollock TACs to 
the pollock CDQ directed fishing 
allowance (DFA). The entire Bogoslof 
District pollock TAC is allocated as an 
ICA (see § 679.20(a)(5)(ii)). With the 
exception of the hook-and-line and pot 

gear sablefish CDQ reserve, the 
regulations do not further apportion the 
CDQ allocations by gear. 

Pursuant to § 679.20(a)(5)(i)(A)(1), 
NMFS allocates a pollock ICA of 3 
percent of the BS subarea pollock TAC 
after subtraction of the 10 percent CDQ 
reserve. This allowance is based on 
NMFS’ examination of the pollock 
incidental catch, including the 
incidental catch by CDQ vessels, in 
target fisheries other than pollock from 
1999 through 2010. During this 12-year 
period, the pollock incidental catch 
ranged from a low of 2.4 percent in 2006 
to a high of 5 percent in 1999, with a 
12-year average of 3 percent. Pursuant to 
§ 679.20(a)(5)(iii)(B)(2)(i) and (ii), NMFS 
establishes a pollock ICA of 1,600 mt of 
the AI subarea TAC after subtraction of 
the 10 percent CDQ DFA. This 
allowance is based on NMFS’ 
examination of the pollock incidental 
catch, including the incidental catch by 
CDQ vessels, in target fisheries other 
than pollock from 2003 through 2010. 
During this 8-year period, the incidental 
catch of pollock ranged from a low of 5 
percent in 2006 to a high of 10 percent 
in 2003, with an 8-year average of 7 
percent. 

Pursuant to § 679.20(a)(8) and (10), 
NMFS allocates ICAs of 5,000 mt of 
flathead sole, 5,000 mt of rock sole, 
2,000 mt of yellowfin sole, 10 mt of 
Western Aleutian District Pacific (WAI) 

ocean perch, 75 mt of Central Aleutian 
District (CAI) Pacific ocean perch, 100 
mt of Eastern Aleutian District (EAI) 
Pacific ocean perch, 40 mt of WAI Atka 
mackerel, 75 mt of CAI Atka mackerel, 
and 75 mt of EAI and BS subarea Atka 
mackerel TAC after subtraction of the 
10.7 percent CDQ reserve. These 
allowances are based on NMFS’ 
examination of the incidental catch in 
other target fisheries from 2003 through 
2010. 

The regulations do not designate the 
remainder of the non-specified reserve 
by species or species group. Any 
amount of the reserve may be 
apportioned to a target species category 
during the year, providing that such 
apportionments do not result in 
overfishing (see § 679.20(b)(1)(i)). The 
Regional Administrator has determined 
that the ITACs specified for the species 
listed in Table 2 need to be 
supplemented from the non-specified 
reserve because U.S. fishing vessels 
have demonstrated the capacity to catch 
the full TAC allocations. Therefore, in 
accordance with § 679.20(b)(3), NMFS is 
apportioning the amounts shown in 
Table 2 from the non-specified reserve 
to increase the ITAC for northern 
rockfish, shortraker rockfish, rougheye 
rockfish, and Bering Sea ‘‘other rockfish’’ 
by 15 percent of the TAC in 2011 and 
2012. 

TABLE 2—FINAL 2011 AND 2012 APPORTIONMENT OF RESERVES TO ITAC CATEGORIES 
[Amounts are in metric tons] 

Species-area or subarea 2011 ITAC 
2011 

reserve 
amount 

2011 final 
ITAC 2012 ITAC 

2012 
reserve 
amount 

2012 
final ITAC 

Shortraker rockfish–BSAI ................................................. 334 59 393 334 59 393 
Rougheye rockfish–EBS/EAI ........................................... 199 35 234 204 36 240 
Rougheye rockfish–CAI/WAI ........................................... 187 33 220 191 34 225 
Northern rockfish–BSAI ................................................... 3,400 600 4,000 3,400 600 4,000 
Other rockfish—Bering Sea subarea ............................... 425 75 500 425 75 500 

Total .......................................................................... 4,545 802 5,347 4,554 804 5,358 

Allocation of Pollock TAC Under the 
American Fisheries Act (AFA) 

Section 679.20(a)(5)(i)(A) requires that 
the pollock TAC apportioned to the BS 
subarea, after subtraction of the 10 
percent for the CDQ program and the 3 
percent for the ICA, be allocated as a 
DFA as follows: 50 percent to the 
inshore sector, 40 percent to the 
catcher/processor (C/P) sector, and 10 
percent to the mothership sector. In the 
BS subarea, 40 percent of the DFA is 
allocated to the A season (January 20– 
June 10), and 60 percent of the DFA is 
allocated to the B season (June 10– 
November 1) (§ 679.20(a)(5)(i)(A)). The 

AI directed pollock fishery allocation to 
the Aleut Corporation is the amount of 
pollock remaining in the AI subarea 
after subtracting 1,900 mt for the CDQ 
DFA (10 percent) and 1,600 mt for the 
ICA (§ 679.20(a)(5)(iii)(B)(2)(ii)). In the 
AI subarea, 40 percent of the DFA is 
allocated to the A season and the 
remainder of the directed pollock 
fishery is allocated to the B season. 
Table 3 lists these 2011 and 2012 
amounts. 

Section 679.20(a)(5)(i)(A)(4) also 
includes several specific requirements 
regarding BS subarea pollock 
allocations. First, 8.5 percent of the 

pollock allocated to the C/P sector will 
be available for harvest by AFA catcher 
vessels (CVs) with C/P sector 
endorsements, unless the Regional 
Administrator receives a cooperative 
contract that provides for the 
distribution of harvest among AFA C/Ps 
and AFA CVs in a manner agreed to by 
all members. Second, AFA C/Ps not 
listed in the AFA are limited to 
harvesting not more than 0.5 percent of 
the pollock allocated to the C/P sector. 
Table 3 lists the 2011 and 2012 
allocations of pollock TAC. Tables 11 
through 16 list the AFA C/P and CV 
harvesting sideboard limits. The tables 
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