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                      Alaska Fisheries Management and Marine Life Protection

                      Learn about NOAA Fisheries' work in the Gulf of Alaska, Bering Sea, Aleutian Islands, Chukchi Sea, and Beaufort Sea.

                    

                    
            Alaska's dynamic, often ice-covered seas are home to a remarkable diversity of life—crustaceans, fish, seals, sea lions, porpoises, whales, and more. Few places in the world offer such beauty and bounty. This region of nearly 1.5 million square miles includes waters in the Gulf of Alaska, Bering Sea, Aleutian Islands, Chukchi Sea, and Beaufort Sea.


Alaska produces more than half the fish caught in waters off the coast of the United States, with an average wholesale value of nearly $4.5 billion a year. Alaska's fisheries are among the best-managed, most sustainable in the world. Alaska resources provide jobs and a stable food supply for the nation, while supporting a traditional way of life for Alaska Native and local fishing communities.


Together, NOAA Fisheries Alaska Regional Office and Alaska Fisheries Science Center help ensure the sustainability of these marine resources for generations.
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[image: Aerial view of Bogoslof Island in June 2022 showing the impact of the volcanic eruption from 2019]



                  
      Aerial survey imagery from June 2022 along with a white outline showing the former size in 2019. Erosion has changed the island dramatically since it tripled in size after the eruptions in 2016-2017. Credit: NOAA Fisheries/Alexey Altukhov and Burlyn Birkemeier.
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Life on an Active Volcano: Fur Seals Adapt to a Changing Landscape on Bogoslof Island - Part 2
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      Salmon net pens containing >46 million juvenile chum salmon in Amalga Harbor, Southeast Alaska. Credit: NOAA Fisheries/Patrick Barry
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New Study Sheds Light on Detection Range of eDNA  
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[image: Dark brown northern fur seals on the beach of a island with an active smoking volcano in the background ]



                  
      Northern fur seal rookery on the shores of Bogoslof Island, an active volcano on the Aleutian chain. In the background, the volcano’s vent steams in this photo from August 2019. Credit: NOAA Fisheries/Paul Hillman taken under NOAA Fisheries Permit #14327.
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Life on an Active Volcano: Fur Seals Adapt to a Changing Landscape on Bogoslof Island - Part 1
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[image: An animation showing several species of seals in their native habitats with the words "Seal & Sea Lion Week" across the top.]



                  
      Seal & Sea Lion Week is March 11-15, 2024.
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      Underwater photograph of a juvenile red king crab. Credit: NOAA Fisheries/Chris Long
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Enhancing Wild Red King Crab Populations Through Hatchery-Rearing Programs
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2024-2025 Alaska Groundfish Harvest Specifications
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Incidental Take Authorization: NOAA Fisheries Alaska Fisheries Science Center's Fisheries and Ecosystem Research (2024-2029)
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Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone Off Alaska; Gulf of Alaska; Proposed 2024 and 2025 Harvest Specifications for Groundfish
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Amendments 54 and 55 to the Fishery Management Plan for Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands King and Tanner Crabs
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Incidental Take Authorization: Port of Alaska's Construction Activities for the Port of Alaska Modernization Program Phase 2B: Cargo Terminal Replacement Project in Anchorage, Alaska
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IB 24-19: NMFS Prohibits Directed Fishing for Pollock in Statistical Area 610 in the Gulf of Alaska.


      
        
        
                                        
          
                              
  
                
      
            
            
      
      
                  Alaska
              
                                                                                          
      

      

                  

          
                  
            
  
                
      
            
            
      
      
                  Alaska
              
                                                                                          
      

      

          

            

    
        






      

          
        
  


  
  
  
  
  
         
                      
IB 24-18: NMFS Prohibits Directed Fishing for Pacific cod by Catcher Vessels Less Than 50 feet Length Overall Using Hook-and-line Gear in the Central Regulatory Area of the Gulf Alaska
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IB 24-17: NMFS Opens Directed Fishing for Pacific Cod by American Fisheries Act Trawl Catcher/Processors in the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands
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IB 24-16: NMFS Prohibits Directed Fishing for Pacific Cod by Catcher Vessels Greater Than or Equal to 50 Feet Length Overall Using Hook-and-line Gear in the Central Regulatory Area of the Gulf Alaska
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IB 24-15: NMFS Announces the March 15, 2024 Season Opening of the Sablefish Fixed Gear Fisheries


      
        
        
                                        
          
                              
  
                
      
            
            
      
      
                  Alaska
              
                                                                                          
      

      

                  

          
                  
            
  
                
      
            
            
      
      
                  Alaska
              
                                                                                          
      

      

          

            

    
        






      

            
              More Bulletins
        
        
          

  







              

      


  
  

          
      

    
          
                  

    


    
  


      Open Funding Opportunities

              
        
  


  
  
  
  
  
         
                      
Alaska Indigenous Engagement Program Grants
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Fiscal Year 2021–2024: Broad Agency Announcement
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Alaska Equity and Environmental Justice Implementation Plan
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[image: School of adult chinook salmon]



                  
      Spring Chinook Salmon. Credit: Michael Humling, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
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[image: Killer whales swim in the waters off Alaska]



                  
      Killer whales swim in the waters off Alaska. Credit: NOAA Fisheries/John Moran
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[image: Topographic map of the Gulf of Alaska, Aleutian Islands and Bering Sea.]



                  
      3D render and imaging of topographic map of Alaska showing the Gulf of Alaska, Aleutian Islands and Bering Sea. Satellite images courtesy of NASA. Credit: Frank Ramspott 
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                            Alaska Marine Life and Ecosystem Science

                            The Alaska Fisheries Science Center supports the sustainable management and conservation of marine life. Find scientific reports and research program information.

                          

                          Our high quality research supports sustainable management and conservation of Alaska marine species with economic and cultural benefits for the nation. Alaska waters support some of the most important commercial fisheries in the world. Large and diverse populations of whales, seals, sea lions, and porpoises and Alaska native hunting and fishing communities also share these waters.


We study the health and size of marine animal populations. We also study the key areas where these animals feed, breed, and grow. To study ocean habitats, we monitor environmental conditions important to sustain marine life. For instance, we regularly monitor sea surface temperatures in the Bering Sea, Aleutian Islands and Gulf of Alaska. We analyze biological, oceanographic and ecological data collected during research surveys and by trained fisheries observers in our laboratories. From this, we learn more about marine animal diets, age, growth and reproduction, food web dynamics and the role of humans in marine ecosystems. We use this and other information to monitor changes to marine animal populations and Alaska ecosystems over time.
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[image: Aerial view of Bogoslof Island in June 2022 showing the impact of the volcanic eruption from 2019]



                  
      Aerial survey imagery from June 2022 along with a white outline showing the former size in 2019. Erosion has changed the island dramatically since it tripled in size after the eruptions in 2016-2017. Credit: NOAA Fisheries/Alexey Altukhov and Burlyn Birkemeier.
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      Salmon net pens containing >46 million juvenile chum salmon in Amalga Harbor, Southeast Alaska. Credit: NOAA Fisheries/Patrick Barry
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[image: Dark brown northern fur seals on the beach of a island with an active smoking volcano in the background ]



                  
      Northern fur seal rookery on the shores of Bogoslof Island, an active volcano on the Aleutian chain. In the background, the volcano’s vent steams in this photo from August 2019. Credit: NOAA Fisheries/Paul Hillman taken under NOAA Fisheries Permit #14327.
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      Underwater photograph of a juvenile red king crab. Credit: NOAA Fisheries/Chris Long
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                            Alaska Commercial, Recreational, and Subsistence Fishing Resources

                            Find permits, reporting forms, rules, and regulations for Alaska's commercial, recreational, and subsistence fisheries.

                          

                          The Alaska Regional Office works with the Alaska Fisheries Science Center and the North Pacific Fishery Management Council to manage Alaska’s sustainable fisheries. Using the best available science, we work through the Council process authorized under the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act to develop measures for best management of Alaska’s fisheries, considering a range of factors such as the health of the fish stocks and economic impact of fishery practices. Once fishing levels and regulations are adopted and approved, the Alaska Regional Office works to implement the Council decisions. The goal is to allow fishermen to harvest the optimum amount of fish while leaving enough in the ocean to reproduce and provide future fishing opportunities in perpetuity.
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IB 24-15: NMFS Announces the March 15, 2024 Season Opening of the Sablefish Fixed Gear Fisheries


      
        
        
                                        
          
                              
  
                
      
            
            
      
      
                  Alaska
              
                                                                                          
      

      

                  

          
                  
            
  
                
      
            
            
      
      
                  Alaska
              
                                                                                          
      

      

          

            

    
        






      

            
              More News
        
        
          

  



    

  
          




                                                                                        

                

                



              

                      

              


          
      

              
          
              
                  
                    
                                              Protected Marine Life Overview

                      
                      
                        
                          
                            Alaska Marine Life Conservation and Recovery Resources

                            We protect, conserve, and manage Alaska's protected marine mammals, fish, invertebrates, and sea turtles. Find information on our protected species programs.

                          

                          The Protected Resources Division works to conserve and recover marine mammals in close coordination with the State of Alaska and other partners. To manage protected marine species, as required under the Marine Mammal Protection Act, Endangered Species Act, and Fur Seal Act, the Alaska Region advances recovery of threatened and endangered species and the conservation of marine mammals, including whales, seals, and sea lions. We work to minimize interactions between marine mammals and commercial fisheries; promote responsible marine mammal viewing practices; coordinate response to stranded or entangled marine mammals; consult with federal agencies to minimize project effects on threatened and endangered species; and cooperatively manage subsistence use of marine mammals through co-management agreements with Alaska Native organizations.
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[image: An animation showing several species of seals in their native habitats with the words "Seal & Sea Lion Week" across the top.]



                  
      Seal & Sea Lion Week is March 11-15, 2024.
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[image: A view of a crowd of people from behind. They are wearing winter gear and holding up cameras to take pictures of whales swimming near the boat.]



                  
      Spectators spot whales on a WhaleSENSE whale watching trip in Juneau, Alaska. Credit: NOAA Fisheries
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[image: A large group of people smile in front of an ocean-themed backdrop in a museum]



                  
      NOAA staff stand by the new Rice’s whale exhibit (far right) in Sant Ocean Hall at the Smithsonian Museum of Natural History. Credit: NOAA Fisheries/Paul Hillman
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[image: Large whale entanglement responders attemot to free an entangled minke whale. One responder is in the bow of the boat and holding the control line while another use a dive mask to better visualize the entanglement configuration.]



                  
      Responders from the Center for Coastal Studies work to free an entangled minke whale on June 29, 2022. The animal was anchored in place after the whale had bitten down on a 20-pot trawl line. The team was able to cut the buoy line near the whale’s mouth, and the fisherman was able to recover the gear. Credit: Center for Coastal Studies; NOAA Permit No. 18786
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      North Pacific right whale. Credit: Brenda K. Rone
    
      

      

    

  
      
        






      

            
              More News
        
        
          

  



    

  
          




                                                                                        

                

                



              

                      

              


          
      

              
          
              
                  
                    
                                              Habitat Conservation

                      
                      
                        
                          
                            Alaska Habitat Conservation and Restoration Resources

                            We conserve Alaska's habitats to boost fish populations, recover threatened and endangered species, and support communities. Find information on our programs.

                          

                          NOAA Fisheries conducts and reviews environmental analyses for a large variety of activities ranging from commercial fishing, to coastal development, to large transportation and energy projects. Working with industries, stakeholder groups, government agencies, and private citizens, we ensure that these activities have minimal impact on essential fish habitat and marine life in Alaska. Our habitat conservation activities include protecting essential fish habitat, mitigating damage to and enhancing habitat affected by hydropower project construction and operations, removing invasive species, and restoring habitat that has been affected by development, oil spills, and other human activities. We focus on habitats used by federally-managed fish species located offshore, nearshore, in estuaries, and in freshwater areas important to migratory salmon.
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[image: Two people hold either end of a net in a clear rocky stream]



                  
      Fisheries surveys in the Mid-Klamath watershed help to answer questions around fish movement and habitat use to inform restoration efforts. Credit: Mid Klamath Watershed Council.
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[image: A person in waders in the water checking crab traps.]



                  
      Veteran intern Antonio Jones at an oyster farm in Drayton Harbor, Washington, checking traps for European Invasive Green Crab. Credit: Northwest Straits Commission
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[image: Orange coral at the bottom of the ocean]



                  
      Deep-sea coral and sponge community in Alaska’s Aleutian Islands. Credit: NOAA Fisheries.
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[image: Two aquaculture workers pull a line of kelp out of the water and into their boat, on Seagrove Kelp Co's farm site. Buoy markers are present on the water's surface.]



                  
      Sustainably grown, organic Alaskan kelp is harvested at the Seagrove Kelp Co. farm in Doyle Bay. Credit: NOAA Fisheries/Jordan Hollarsmith
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[image: Dozens of small silvery fish surround bright orange coral]



                  
      Juvenile pollock surround a red tree coral in Glacier Bay National Park in the Gulf of Alaska. Credit: NOAA Ocean Exploration, University of Connecticut—Northeast Underwater Research, Technology and Education Center
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[image: Side-profile illustration of white beluga whale with round, flexible "melon" head]
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[image: Left-facing illustration of mostly black Humpback whale with white on underside and pectoral fins and distinctive hump on back.]
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[image: Side-profile illustration of a brown/grayish Pacific cod fish with dark spot patterning and long chin barbell (a whisker-like organ). Credit: NOAA Fisheries/Jack Hornady]
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[image: Left-facing side-view illustration of Alaska pollock. Fins and top of fish is dark gray/black and fades to silver/white with tan speckled coloring. Credit: NOAA Fisheries/Jack Hornady]
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[image: North Pacific right whale illustration]
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[image: harbor seal illustration]
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[image: bearded seal illustration]
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[image: Drawings of three types of salmon]
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[image: Aerial view of Bogoslof Island in June 2022 showing the impact of the volcanic eruption from 2019]



                  
      Aerial survey imagery from June 2022 along with a white outline showing the former size in 2019. Erosion has changed the island dramatically since it tripled in size after the eruptions in 2016-2017. Credit: NOAA Fisheries/Alexey Altukhov and Burlyn Birkemeier.
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[image: View of harbor with blue water and mountains in the distance]



                  
      Salmon net pens containing >46 million juvenile chum salmon in Amalga Harbor, Southeast Alaska. Credit: NOAA Fisheries/Patrick Barry
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[image: Dark brown northern fur seals on the beach of a island with an active smoking volcano in the background ]



                  
      Northern fur seal rookery on the shores of Bogoslof Island, an active volcano on the Aleutian chain. In the background, the volcano’s vent steams in this photo from August 2019. Credit: NOAA Fisheries/Paul Hillman taken under NOAA Fisheries Permit #14327.
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[image: An animation showing several species of seals in their native habitats with the words "Seal & Sea Lion Week" across the top.]



                  
      Seal & Sea Lion Week is March 11-15, 2024.
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[image: Tiny red crab with spikes]



                  
      Underwater photograph of a juvenile red king crab. Credit: NOAA Fisheries/Chris Long
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