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At its Aprl 2004 meeting in Anchorage, Alaskhe pastperformance, successes aadufes, and draf a
North Pacific FisheryManagment Couail (NPAMC)  progammatigolicyfor mangingtheAlaskagroundish
reviewedhepreliminary Fnal PSEIS whiclncludedts fisheries in the future.

recommendation on a prelimingpyeferred alternative,

andthe publiccommentseceivel on tre revied 2003
Draft Progranmatic SES and the WAA Fisleries’ SO WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?
responsetd those omments.Based on this review, and

afterreceivng publc testmony, the NPFMC provided . o _ .
NOAA Fisheries with its final recommendation on alhe project team is incorporating the NPFMC's final
preferredalternative. The NPFMC also recommendede€commendatiomnto the document and preparing the
that the agency release the Final PSEIS tef Final PEIS for public elease The Firal PSES is

incorporatingheNPFMC's ccision iro the dooment.  €xpectedo be aailable for distribution in June 2004.
The Final PSEIS will also be made availale the

The preferred alternate reflects a conservative NOaAA FisheriesAlaska Region webpage on tnéernet
precautionaryapproachto fisheries management that,henreleased to thpublic. hdividuak will be dle to
incorporatesecosystem-ised managememrinCiples.  accessall chapters and appéices, conduct word

Adoptionof this management framevk setsniew policy  searchs,and utilizethe modar web-tols availdle to
diredtion for the future. As a result, the NPFMC andyeyjiew the dacument for information of interestThe

NOAA Fisheries takeride in their efforts to exceed
NEPA requirenents throgh the public piocess it

followedduring he prepeation ofthis PSES. The gals e Final PSEIS will also beavailatte on Compt Disc
andobjectives are measurable, pemian@-based, and (g pe ysed with any peonal computewith aCD drive.
will be used ypthe NPFMCandthe public to determine e cp will be formatted to alloweades to scarscroll,
progress toward & ecosgtem-basd managmet  ,ng review he PEIS. In some cases, illustrations
regime.The example FMP bookends serve to illustrat .qntainedn the PSES will appear bettasn your scren

managementonceps and futire adbnsthat logcally  ihanwhen printedon paper A CD copyof the PSES
flow fromthe NPFMC'’s preferred alternative jogl The il save paper and desk space.

FMPs provided sufficient detail to alloker andysis of

ther environmentatonsequences. The NPFMC believesy final choice . is tarequesh copyof the Fhal PSES in
thatthe Final PSEIS provides the public and 880 hrinted format. Due to the scope of this PSEIS, the
makerswith the information neged to understand the §ocumentis very larg andwill consist of numerous

challenges in - managing a complex fishenthe 4 1umes.currently, we gpectthat the documentill be
uncertalntlebglngfaced, how managers are a@gsing over6,000 pages long. Ftrisreason, a limited number
those uncertainties, and the value of tilaska fhe 2004 mal PSEIS'will be printed due to its size,
groundish fisheries to the residenof Alaska, the weight and shipping cost. However, NOAA Fistesr
Pacific Northwest, and the nation. intends to make the document available in CD-rom or

Theefforts made bthe NPFMC andNOAA Fisheresto hard copy.We request hat if you are intereded in
craftthe preferred grnativeandits associated bookends receiving the Find PSEIS, toplease cotact us by
highlight two importantissues: 1) it has served to bringMay 5, 2004 to specify which format you prefer.
variouspublic and constituent groupsgether in a way Pleaseill out the enclosed fom and mail it to: Anne
that providesmanages with anunderstading oftheir Maki, URS Corporation, 2700 Gambell Street, Suite
views and ickas ofhow to inorporae these ¥ews into 200, Anchorage, AK 99503pr call Ms. Maki at 907-
future policy decisios; and 2) e PEIS process has 261-9741.

forcedthe NPFMCand NOAAFisheres to reiew its

webpage addess ishttp://www.fakr.noaa.gov.




ManagemenPlans. $suace of a Record of Decision
THE RECORD OF DECISION formally bringsthe NEPA process on this federal action
toaclose. Once issued, copidshe Record of Decision

Once the Final PSEIS is completed ameady for Wil be available to download frothe NOAAFisheries
distribution, the EnvionmentalProtectim Ageng will ~ website.

file a noticein the Feeral Rgister alertirg the pblic
thatthe documernis availdle. NOAA Fisheres will ako FOR MORE INEFORMATION
placea Notice ofAvailability on its website. NOAA

Fisheriesplans to issue@ Recod of Decision on his

actionsometime prioto Septembet, 2004. The Record fqrmore infamation orthe recent NPAMC action, consult
Of DeC'S'On |S a document that forma|§lates the the NOAA Fisheries web page at

Agencys decisionon the preferred alternative and pttp://www.fakr.noaa.gov, or contactSteve Dais at
approvalof any amedments to th8ering Sea/Aleutian (907) 2713523.
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