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Focus of this study
• To compare the summer distribution 

of beluga whales over 3 time periods:

1978 – 1979
1993 – 1997
1998 – 2008



Methods
• Aerial surveys

• June and July counts

• Corrected for animals 
missed



Changes in Distribution over Time

1978 – 1979 1993 – 1997 1998 – 2008
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Range Contraction
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1998 – 2008



Why has the range contracted?

• Habitat change

• Avoidance of killer whales

• Remnant population still in optimal habitat



Conclusions

Predation 
risk

Optimal 
feeding 
habitat


	Slide Number 1
	Focus of this study
	Methods
	Changes in Distribution over Time
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Why has the range contracted?
	Conclusions

